THE  LETTERS  OF  KING   HENRY  VIII

wise he would put the King * in a hope of recovery where norn
is to be had. There is not one of us but that hath assayed him
both by fair means and foul, but nothing will serve. And who
soever hath made your Grace believe that he would do for yoi
in this cause hath not, as I think, done your Grace the besi
service.' * There is no man living,' he concludes, ' more sorriej
to write this news to you than I am; but if I should not write
this I should not do my duty/ With exemplary discretion he
adds; 'Sir, I write a letter to my cousin Anne, but I dare not
write to her the truth of this, because I clo not know whether
your Grace will be contented that she should know it so shortly
or no; but I have said to her in my letter that I am sure your
Grace will make her privy to all our news.'1

In February the Emperor had required the Pope to revoke
the cause to Rome; and when, later on, Katharine herself
succeeded in lodging her protest against the proceedings in
England, Clement allowed the protestation, and promised the
revocation. The news filtered through to England quickly
enough. Even so, Henry still tried to refuse to believe that
ultimately Rome would thwart his will. The Pope was merely
playing for time, keeping the Emperor quiet by a promise which
he did not mean to fulfil. He could not betray such a steadfast
friend to the Papacy as Henry had always been- The trial was
hurried on in England, and a court prepared in the Great Hall
of Blackfriars. For years English interests and English money
had been sacrificed to the papal policy. Henry had received from
the Pope the cap and sword, and any number of golden roses*
And he had the Pope's written promise. Bryan and the rest must
be mistaken.

On Monday, June 21, Henry and Katharine both appeared
before the Court, and this is the occasion which ha$ been so
vigorously dramatized by Shakespeare in Henry Vlll> Act n,
Sc. iv, when the Queen threw herself at her husband's feet and
made her moving appeal to his love to do her right and justice,
The following letter is the account sent by Henry to his ambas-
sadors at Rome, denuded of all the pity and the poetry with
which Shakespeare has vitalized the scene.

1 Quoted from 5.P. VII, p. 166.